
The International Surface Pressure Databank version 4: ASCII output format for subset 

requests from NCAR RDA Dataset ds132.2 (https://doi.org/10.5065/9EYR-TY90).  For 

variable name information, see the ISPDv4 HDF-5 documentation at 

https://rda.ucar.edu/datasets/ds132.2/#!docs. 

 

Column 

index 

Variable Name HDF5 Data 

Type 

ASCII 

character 

length 

Format 

1 20th century reanalysis ID Character 19 19A 
2 Longitude Float 7 7.2F 
3 Latitude Float 6 6.2F 
4 Elevation Integer 5 5I 
5 Time offset Float 7 7.2F 
6 Observation ID assigned by the source Character 13 13A 
7 Observation ID Type Integer 2 2I 
8 NCEP Type Integer 3 3I 
9 ISPD Collection ID Character 6 6A 
10 Observed Sea Level Pressure Float 8 8.2F 
11 Observation Error in the Observed Sea Level Pressure Float 6 6.2F 
12 QC flag for the Observed Sea Level Pressure  Integer 1 1I 
13 Observed Surface Pressure Float 8 8.2F 
14 Observation Error in the Observed Surface Pressure Float 6 6.2F 
15 QC flag for the Observed Surface Pressure Integer 1 1I 
16 Observed station pressure or sea level pressure Double 7 7.2F 
17 Time offset of observation time from analysis time Float 6 6.2F 
18 Original error variance Float 6 6.2F 
19 Observation error variance if modified by analysis Float 7 7.4F 
20 Observation error variance used in analysis Float 7 7.4F 
21 Analysis ensemble covariance at space-time location divided 

by forecast ensemble covariance 
Double 9 9.6F 

22 Local length scale Float 8 8.2F 
23 Assimilation indicator Integer 1 1I 
24 Bias ov-(ob-fg) – ensmean_obnobc Float 10 10.5F 
25 Probability of gross error Float 5 5.3F 
26 Quality control failure indicator Integer 1 1I 
27 Variance of ensemble guess pressure interpolated to 

observation time and location 
Double 8 8.4F 

28 (Observation-Bias) minus first guess pressure Double 8 8.4F 
29 Variance of ensemble analysis pressure interpolated to 

observation time and location 
Double 8 8.4F 

30 (Observation-Bias) minus ensemble mean analysis pressure Double 8 8.4F 
31 Station (ship) name Character 30 30A 
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